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Sebastian Fischer
I would like to thank the Metamorphic Studies Group and the Mineralogical Society for granting me a
student conference bursary to support my attendance at the 2015 Granulites & granulites conference,
where I presented aspects of my PhD project in a talk. The conference is typically held every three
years, and focusses on topics related to high- to ultra-high grade metamorphism. The 2015 edition was
held in Windhoek, Namibia, and focussed on crustal anatexis, the formation of granulites through partial
melting, the extraction of melt from the source rocks and its transfer through the crust.
The conference started off in wintry Windhoek (I arrived in the early morning, greeted by -9°C) with an
ice(!)-breaker dinner. The scientific programme began the next morning and was organised as one
continuous session, which allowed attendees to see all talks without having to decide between several
sessions; always a bonus in my view. The programme ran for three days, regularly interrupted by short
coffee and lunch breaks which were used for discussions amongst the attendees. The presentations
encompassed a wide range of approaches to studying granulites, from melt inclusions over large scale
melt transfer and the evolution of styles of metamorphism through time. Similarly diverse was the
spectrum of attendees, comprising MSc students as well as internationally renowned professors.
The conference was bracketed by a
pre- and a post-conference field trip. I
attended the latter, which led the 27
attendees to the Damara belt. From our
accommodation in Swakopmund at
single digit temperatures, we embarked
every morning in 4-wheel drives into
the Swakop river and Khan river
valleys in the Namib desert (up to
40°C). With almost 100 % outcrop, the
field trip was a real eye-opener with
respect to the complexity of melt
transfer through the crust in general
and the structural controls on that
transfer in particular.
Both the conference and the field trip
provided many interesting talks,
thought provoking discussions and
fantastic geology – in conclusion a
great metamorphic experience, which I
feel very lucky to have been a part of.
So, many thanks again to the MSG for
their support.

